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San Nicolas Was Once Peopled
by a Race of Indians,

———

AN ENIGMA OF THE PACIFIC.

On This Barren, Wave Bwept Sand
"Dune Are Mounds of Shells and Bones
and 8tone Implements, Monuments of
8 Lost Raoe ¢f Ancient Peopis.

About alghty miles due northwest
of Ban Pedro, In Oalifornis, lies n
dewort Ialand that has all the combined
romnnce of the sges in its history, It
Is rarely visited and bas but a*single
inhabitant, yet 1t han a peculinr fas
¢loation for many people. The very ele-
ments seom to conspire to make the
piace forbidden, as it almost Invariably
Blows a gale of wind |o the vielnity,
and when one reaches the Inhospitable
fxland there In no bay or harbor for
eruft much larger than & rowbont.

The Inland I about seven milew lovg
by two or three 1n width und rises to
& height of 800 te 1,000 feet in the
centor. Wind awopt, forbidding, haunt
®d by the spirits of storms, It does not
Invite inspection and appears to have
been cursed by the elements, yot de
#pite this the Island waw at one time
the home of & numerous people, & race
that has been lost sight of. The writer
made several attempts to reach the

literully blown off, fnally making It
one day about noop, coming (o anchor
near a loog, specterlike tongue of
Iand that extends out into the ocean,
where the tide ran ke a mill race
and & beavy ground swell swept
around the point from the windward
#ide. The taland of Ban Nicolas ap-
pears llke o sund dune, The landipg
was a wave swept beach that recelved
8 high swell from three polnts, and It
was evident that skill in landing
Alone would make it possible.

The boat lny off, waiting for a low
soa, and finally went saillng In upon
one of less sizo, and the crew jumped
overboard and hald on to the boat that
the undertow and back rush attempted
to claim. In this manner the entire
party landed, and an lovestigation of
the faland was begun, The one Inhab-
Hant, & Basque, came down to the
beach. He had ot heard the news of
the world for a year and did not dis-
play any diapoaition to learn It, but he
was not happy—too many dead peo-
ple, too many bones that make wind
#pirits blow, he sald, and when he
leard that the party was after the re
malos of thesn dead people he showed
an Inclpation to leave. In all proba:
bility thero ia not In any land a more
remarkable mound to be seen.  About
ten feot In height and nearly a mile
in length, It was at this time a verita-
ble Qolgotha, n collection of bones and
implements of the lokt people, ever
changing, ever whifting, today expos-
Ing numbers of skelotons, tomorrow
covering them up In sheets of sand.

The mound was a town site upou|
which hundreds of people bhad lived
for untold ages. They had brought P
thelr shells and fish bones, plling thewmn
up at the doors of thelr huts, slowly
bullding themselves up higher and
higher, until In time they came to lve
on the top of a vast shell mound. Here
they burled thelr dead, conceanled thelr
household goods, and when a man or
woman died his or her poasessions were
buried with them, and so the big
mounds were made up of shells, stone
implements, fsh and human bones—u
monument of this lost race,

Where the original lslanders came
from, who they were or why they|
lived on such a wind swept, nearly
wateriges lslund 15 one of the mys
teries, but It s known that the mission
fathers visited Ban Nlcolas years ago
and took off the few wurvivors foutw
there and divided them up among the
varfous malnland tribes, When this
buman loot was belng carrled loto ex-
ecution., a storm come up, and o the
hurry of departure It was found thal
a woman bad left her baby on the
beach, ;

It was [mpossible to lnnd, so the
captain salled away, but not with the
mother, Bhe had plunged Into the
wives and swum a long distanee to the
ghore and with her child was desertod,
the captain intending to return Inter
for her. Bun Nlcolus, however, was
not vislted for wmuny yeoars, The ves
#el wns wreoked, but the legend lved,
aud many years after o priest decided
to vislt the Island and lewrn §f the
woman had survived. An expedition
was got up In 1850, the party making
a safe landing, They formed a llne
across the lsland In order not to migs
any slgns of human habitation and be
gan & wlow search from the south
point north They soon found evl
dence of anclent occupation and In a
deep canyon discovered a hut and a
woman, the mother who had been de-
serted years before, SBhe waa lving In
the hut, which wag made of whale ribs
and sen lon balr, her gole companions
belng severn! wild dogs that savagely
charged the strangoers.

The woman could not make herself
undepstood, and, singularly enongh, no
one In all the Indian tribes In southern
Californln could be found who under-
stood her, She told her dlscoverers hy
signs that the wild dogs had killed her
child long ngo and that she killed sea
llons and soa birds with stoues and
lived on them,

At first she appenred tp be afrald of
the men; but, finding that they treated
her kindly, she consented to go with
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solltuds, hor skin drésses, made mostly
from the skins of the sea llons, and so
{nteresting were the costumea that
they were sont to Rome to the pope
by the priest who Instigated the res-
cue.

The woman was taken to Santa Bar-
bara and named Marls, after the little
vessel which nccomplished her resene.
SBhe was placed In care of a fawmlily,
who did everything possible for her.
Bhe was bright and vivaclous in dispo-
sitlon, learmed some Spanish, danced
and sang for her friends and was vis-
fted by Indians from varfous parts of
Callfornia in an effort to ind some one
who could understund ber. But clvili-
zatlon proved too much for her, and
she died In three months, one of the
most Femirkible TTusoes kunown, us
her story 13 based on actual facts agd
in Ita detalls I8 much stronger than
fiction.

The Interesting monnd which the
writer exemined on 8an Nicolas was
formed during past centuries by the
nncestors of this woman and possesses
an Intenege Interest on this account.
The Island near the landing was twen-
ty or thirty feet higher than the shore
gud renched through shgular wind
worn passes, wind belng the sculptor
here. Once on the helghts a broad
mesa was soen, as level as a floor and
marked with lines shich resembled
nncient plowlng ot something of the
kind, The mesa was covered with fine
flinty stongs about the glze of peas,
which the hewxder says were pleked up
by the wind and blown through the
alr at times. They were nreanged ke
¢hnff on a heach, ‘The writer followed
this moun for several miles, and that
the island bad had a large and vigor-
aotg population at some distant time
was -evident, Every short distance

them, Bhe took all the rude artlcles
she had psed_during the years of hor

gome object was found, now a pipe

needle of fish bone, a dish made from
| a shell, the holes plugged with asphal-
| tum, Here would be a stone club or
| mortar of stealite, a spearhead or a
| sinker and shell hooks that some fish-
erman centuries age perbaps had drop-
ped and forgot,

Everywifere plles of big pearly shells
of a size unknown here were found,
| telling of the lives and work of these

people. One mound was found cov-

| ered by the ribs of whales and benenth |

them a flat rock bearing marks of va-
| rlous Kinds, and then the owner, a
| skeleton In perfect preservation, and
L al! abont It In the sand vessels of
atone, flutes of bird bones and the va-

| rlous objocts which went to make up

' the home of this unknown., In one
| spot six layem of skeletons were found,
lLtht!' lowest apparently very old. The
question of age Is always very Inter-
esting, byt nvo one In contemplating
these great shell deposits can form an
adequate idea of thelr age.

The island evidently has been Inhab-
ited since the earllest times. But the
elements have conspired ngainst it, and
it Is doomed to be swept and covered
with sand. The lsland ls now fre-
quented by the professional collectors,
who go over from the mainland and
live here for weeks and months, camp-
Ing out on the sand dunes, welghting
thelr tents down with rocks to prevent
belng blown into the sea. Hvery morn-
ing they go out, with thelr hooks and
poles, hunting for the spolls which
have been uncovered by the wind In
the night. In this way tons of mate-
rial have been collected here and sent
all over the world.—Chicago Chronjele.
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and remémber the next dme you suf-
fer from pain—ocaused by damp wea-
ther—when your head nearly bursts
from neuralgla—try Ballard's Snow
Liniment, It will cure you. A prom-
inent business man of Hempstead,
Texas, writes: “I have used your lin-
iment, Previous to using It I was &
great sufferer from rheumatism and
neuralgia. I am pleased to say that

now I am free from these complaints. |

I am sure I owe this tp your liniment.”
For sale at Hart's drug store.
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Why They Wanted to Win.

We knew of only one case In which
& man has tried to select a wife by a
competitive examination. FPifteen la-
dles entered for the matrimonial prise
and sat down to a paper of questions
of which the following are snmples:

Name seven kinds of ple and de-
scribe how each is prepared. Do you
advocate the use of chewing rings for
teething children? Give in 100 words
your views on suitable dress when
married

The elimax came when the man who |

set the paper proposed to the winnern
Bhe refused him point blank, and so
did the other fourteen.—London Tit-
Bits,
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Oring Laxative Fruit Syrup Is a new
remedy, an Improvement on the laxa-
tives of former years, as it does not
gripe or nauseate and is pleasant to
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Wrinkles are age-tellers. Drive
them away by taking Hollister's Roo-
ky Mountaln Tea. It's better than
cosmetles, It does the business. 36
cents, Tea or Tablet®. Frank Hart.
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